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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 
SSO-OO ICAE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 
PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 10-13 /065 W 

049374 251602Z/43 

O 251553Z JUL 78 

FM AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 2714 

CONFIDENTIAL PORT OF SPAIN 02148 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, RQ 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION ON PUERTO RICO 
REF: STATE 186424 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER DONALDSON CURRENTLY UNAVAILABLE. UPON 
RECEIPT OF PROCLAMATION CHARGE WILL ENDEAVOR MAKE PROMPT 
DELIVERY TO MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS PERMANENT SECRE- 
TARY BALLAH. I PLAN TO MAKE USE OF OCCASION AS NEW 
ARRIVAL HERE TO EXPLORE GOTT'S PRESENT POSITION AND TO 
EXPLAIN US POLICY RE PUERTO RICO ISSUE. 

2. I WOULD, HOWEVER, APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S ADVICE ABOUT 
DEGREE OF EFFORT THAT SHOULD BE EXERTED IN AN ATTEMPT TO 
PERSUADE GOTT TO MOVE AWAY FROM ABSTENTION. SUCH A 
DECISION BY GOTT WOULD ABSOLUTELY REQUIRE CONCURRENCE OF 
THE PRIME MINISTER, AND GIVEN HIS CONTINUING PSYCHOLOGICAL 
DISCOMPOSURE, WE WOULD, I FEAR, RUN THE VERY HIGH RISK OF 
AN ADVERSE DECISION. UNLESS MY CONVERSATION WITH BALLAH 
TAKES AN UNEXPECTEDLY FAVORABLE TURN, OUR INTERESTS MOST 
LIKELY WILL BEST BE SERVED BY KEEPING THIS APPROACH LOW- 
KEY. I KNOW THE RESULT OF THIS APPROACH IS UNLIKELY TO 
PRODUCE MORE THAN ANOTHER ABSTENTION, BUT THAT PROBABLY IS 
THE BEST OUTCOME WE CAN HOPE FOR AT THIS TIME. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PORT 0 02148 251556Z 

3. I WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S DISCUSSING THIS MATTER 
URGENTLY WITH AMBASSADOR FOX, WHO IS SERVING ON A FOREIGN 
SERVICE SELECTION BOARD. 

4. PLEASE ADVISE. O'MAHONY 
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